
THE BARTER FAMILY IN TINTINHULL

The Somerset and Dorset Burial Index and the parish records of St. Margaret’s Church,
Tintinhull, indicate that the earliest recorded burial of a member of the Barter family at
St. Margaret's, was that of William Barter (the Elder) on 20 December 1675. Numerous
other members of later generations of the family were buried at St. Margaret's. Two of
William's children, George and Elizabeth, were baptised at St. Margaret's in 1658, thus
dating the arrival of the family in the village to around the middle of the 17th century.
The details concerning the next two generations of the family remain unclear, although it
appears likely that descent can be traced through a son, William (d. 1712), the father of
another William who married Elizabeth Dinman in Long Sutton. Members of the family
remained in Tintinhull until the early years of the 20 th century, but the surname is now
scarcely recognised in the village.

Elsewhere in Somerset and surrounding counties, the Barter surname can be traced
back to the 1500s. To this day, the greatest English concentration of Barter families
remains in the West Country. Despite this, the surname is relatively uncommon. By the
time  of  the  1841  Census,  there  were  only  122  Barters  in  Somerset.  By  the  1881
Census,  largely  due  to  emigration,  this  number  had  risen  to  only  150  individuals
distributed in 52 households.  The surname is  of  early medieval  origin,  having been
brought into England in the wake of the Norman Conquest of 1066. It is either: (1) a
topographical name meaning residence by a piece a land overgrown with bushes (from
the Old French 'barthe', a patch of ground covered with shrubs); or, (2) an occupational
name for a person who bartered goods and chattels (from the Old French 'barater', to
exchange).

House formerly occupied by several generations of the Barter family, Queen Street,
Tintinhull, 5 November 2005.
Courtesy of Ian Cox, Tintinhull.

According to the present owner and other residents of Tintinhull, a house still standing
at 36-38 Queen Street was occupied by several generations of the Barter family. They
have estimated that it was built around 1770, possibly extending the family's occupancy
of the house back to the lifetime of Thomas Barter (1725-1797). Prior to the mid 1950s,
the house numbers were 18-20. The 1838 tithe map for the area shows the house
owned and occupied by Thomas’ grandson, Henry, on Lot 89. The original building was
a simple double-fronted stone house with two rooms downstairs and two upstairs. Next
to the road (to the left of the original house) was a single-storey stone blacksmith shop
with doors opening onto the street (originally occupied by the Hayne family). During the
late 19th century, this section was built over in brick to create two extra storeys. At the
other  end of  the structure,  several  19th century agricultural  buildings were replaced
around 1990 with a two storey stone extension.

Although nothing is known of the circumstances and occupations of early members of
the family in  Tintinhull,  Thomas Barter’s  son,  Robert  (1761-1844)  was described as



having been a labourer in his death certificate. Robert married Mary Russ (1760-1849)
in 1784. It is through Robert that the descent of all later Barters in the village can be
traced. Although Thomas had two other sons and two daughters, what became of them
remains  unknown.  It  was  Robert’s  eldest  surviving  son  Henry  (1796-1863),  who
appears to have commenced the family business of shoemaking. Henry married Sarah
Rice (1804-1888) in 1827.  The nature of Henry's trade is first  revealed in the 1841
census, by which time he was 40 years of age. The first commercial listing of Henry as
a 'boot and shoe maker' appears in Harrison, Harrod and Company's Bristol Post Office
Directory and Gazetteer, 1859. By the time of the 1861 census, Henry, then 66, was still
working  and  it  was  reported  that  he  employed  '1  man'  along  with  several  family
members  who  were  associated  with  the  business.  Only  two  years  later,  following
Henry's death, the business was taken over by his second eldest son. Thomas (1840-
1878). Joseph (1828-1897), the eldest son, had long since moved to London where he
carried on the same trade.

Robert Barter’s youngest son, William (1801-1881) was an agricultural labourer at the
time of the 1841 census. The 1851 and 1861 censuses confirm his later occupation as a
grocer  in  Church Street,  assisted  by his  wife,  Elizabeth  (nee White),  and daughter,
Jane, until  her marriage in 1857. After Elizabeth's death in 1863, William appears to
have relinquished the grocery business; at the time of the 1871 census, he was lodging
with the family of his nephew, Richard Pullin, in Church Street. Although he was then 70
years of age, he was working as a coal haulier. By the time of the 1881 census, he was
still working at the same occupation and lodging with the family of Henry and Elizabeth
Rice. William and Elizabeth’s two sons died at an early age, but their surviving daughter,
Jane (1830-1871) married Henry Gerrard Gawler in 1857.

The shoemaking business appears to have thrived during the lifetime of Thomas Barter.
The decision of his eldest brother, Joseph, to move to London left Thomas in control of
the family's  shoemaking business after  the death of  their  father  in  1863.  The 1871
census records him as a 'shoe maker employing 1 man [and] 1 boy'. The apprentice,
Richard Harvey, lived with the family, as did two boarders, Joseph Haines and Thomas
Rice. The untimely death of Thomas in 1878, however, ended the Barter shoemaking
dynasty in Tintinhull and left remaining members of the family in difficult circumstances.
Thomas married Sarah Murray from Bristol in 1875 and fathered two children, Gilbert (b.
1876) and Mabel (b. 1878). The 1881 census records Sarah as an 'annuitant' following
the death of her husband three years earlier. So far, a considerable research effort has
failed to  determine what  became of  Thomas and Sarah’s  two children,  though it  is
known that remarried during the early 1880s and died in Worcester in 1931.

Henry Barter’s youngest son, Edwin (1844-1913), emigrated to South Australia in 1865,
presumably in search of a better life and because he was unlikely to inherit any interest
in  the family  business.  Edwin defied family tradition by not  becoming a shoemaker,
instead becoming a carpenter and cabinet-maker. At the time of the 1861 census, at the
age  of  sixteen,  he  was  already  working  as  a  carpenter  in  Tintinhull.  Australian
descendants of his family still  have a number of pieces of fine furniture which were
crafted  by  him.  Edwin’s  marriage  to  Ruth  Measday  in  Glenelg,  Adelaide,  South



Australia, ensured the survival of the Barter surname and the family has proliferated to
the extent that family members can now be found living in several Australian states.

Henry’s three daughters, Harriet (1830-1910), Elizabeth (1832-1914) and Susan (1838-
1903), were to remain associated with Tintinhull. The census returns of the mid 19th
century  show  Harriet's  occupation  changing  from  glover  (1851)  to  school  mistress
(1861)  prior  to  her  marriage  in  1876  to  Ellis  Williams  (1820-1897),  a  painter  and
decorator from Gresford, Denbigh, Wales. Although Harriet lived with her husband in
Gresford for a decade or so following their marriage in 1876, the couple returned to
Tintinhull prior to the 1891 census to live in retirement. By this time, the Williams family,
along with  Elizabeth  Barter,  were the sole  occupants  of  the  Barter  home in  Queen
Street. After the death of her husband, she became the companion to an elderly Mary
Hilditch in the village of Ash. Elizabeth never married and worked as a shoe binder for
the family business, later taking employment as a glover following the death of Thomas.
As Susan had left Tintinhull by the time of the 1861 census, it is tempting to speculate
that she travelled to London as a young woman seeking employment opportunities and
joining her eldest brother, Joseph. In 1867 she married Henry Ford Taylor, the eldest
son of her sister-in-law, Martha Cuttler, by her first marriage to Ford Taylor. Six years
after Ford's death, Martha married Joseph. At the time of the 1881 census, Susan was
living with her husband, but after his death in 1896, she returned to Tintinhull to join her
sisters. All three sisters, along with Ellis Williams and Thomas Barter, were buried at St.
Margaret’s.  Around about  1980,  it  was recorded that  a  headstone (lying flat  on the
ground) carried the following inscription: ‘In loving memory of Henry Barter his wife and
four of his children’. This stone has since vanished.

Gerry Watts (nee Barter) visiting the Barter family’s former home in Queen Street, Tintinhull, 20
May 2007.

Although the Barter family surname in Tintinhull ceased to exist with Elizabeth’s death in
1914, the Australian branch of the family cherish their association with the village and
several descendants have visited Tintinhull to learn of their family’s past.

Leith Barter
Queensland, Australia
10 January 2012

Note. Leith passed away on 9 July 2012, aged 64


